Introduction
The genus Sobasina Simon, 1897 was formerly known only from a single specimen of the typespecies Sobasina amoenula Simon from the Santa Cruz Islands in the southwest Pacific Ocean.
Several new localities reported by Berland (1938) from the New Hebrides are not accepted here as all of his specimens have been misidentified. In this present paper the genus is redefined and five new species are described.
The measurements were made in the manner described by Wanless (1977/8) , but for the leg spination, the system adopted is that used by Platnick & Shadab (1975 The species are evidently all closely related and appear to form a good monophyletic genus. Most species can be readily distinguished by the form of the carapace, sculpturing, and the presence or absence of ventral tibial fringes on legs I. The genitalia are less useful in this respect as they are small, pale and rather similar. The biology is unknown but two species have been found in litter and the small size of the others suggests that they too may also live in litter, a habitat often overlooked by the early collectors.
Genus SOBASINA Simon Sobasina Simon, 1897 : 275. Type-species Sobasina amoenula Simon, by monotypy. Simon 1901 : 512, 513. Petrunkevitch, 1928 183. Roewer, 1954 : 957. Bonnet, 1958 : Simon (1901) However, the genitalia of Synemosyna (Galiano, 1966) Simon, but may be distinguished by the following combination of characters. Legs I with ventral tibial fringes (Fig. 4C) ; carapace with low thoracic 'hump' (Fig. 3B ) and scattered thoracic punctures (PI. le).
MALE HOLOTYPE. Carapace (Fig. 3 A, B (Fig. 4C) . Light orange to orange with faint sooty streaks on femora IV. Spination: tibiae: I V 3-4-2; metatarsi I V 2-2-2; II V 0-1-0. Palp (Fig. 4A, G Abdomen: without scuta. Legs: as in $ but spination of tibiae II: V 0-1-0. Epigyne (Fig. 5A-C The majority of specimens examined did not show significant variation but one pale coloured Fig. 3 (A, B, F 4 (A, C, D (Fig.   4B ), carapace with high thoracic 'hump' (Fig. 3C, D) and numerous thoracic punctures. MALE HOLOTYPE. Carapace (Fig. 3D, G tibiae: I V 4-4-5 or 3-4-3; metatarsi: I V 0-4-2. Palp (Fig. 4H, I Carapace (Fig. 3C, E) : slightly narrower in dorsal view. Legs: as in <$ but spination of tibiae I V 4-3-4. Epigyne (Fig. 5D-F VARIATION. A male from Efate Island measures 2-4 mm total length, 1-3 mm carapace length.
The thoracic 'hump' is slightly lower than that of the holotype and resembles that of the female (Fig. 3C) Sobasina hit tuna sp. n.
( Fig. 6A-E Hutuna, 16.iii.1965 (Torben Wolff) (BMNH reg. no. 1977.4.21.30 Palp (Fig. 8E, F Talumalaus, 20.i.l962 (Noona Dan Expedition 1961-62) (BMNH. reg. no. 1977.4.21.29 (Fig. 8A) : lacking ventral tibial fringes; coxae, patellae, femora and tarsi yellow-brown, remaining segments dark brown. Legs II yellow-brown but femora and coxae B A Fig. 8 (A, B, D (BMNH reg. no. 1977.4.21.28 ).
ETYMOLOGY. The specific name refers to the white haired clypeus.
